Evagnelical Visitor- September 1, 1893. Vol. VI. No. 17. by Davidson, Henry
Messiah University 
Mosaic 
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999) Brethren in Christ Church Archives 
9-1-1893 
Evagnelical Visitor- September 1, 1893. Vol. VI. No. 17. 
Henry Davidson 
www.Messiah.edu One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055 
Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor 
 Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons 
Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/112 
Recommended Citation 
Davidson, Henry, "Evagnelical Visitor- September 1, 1893. Vol. VI. No. 17." (1893). Evangelical Visitor 
(1887-1999). 112. 
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/112 
Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action 
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate 
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service, 
leadership and reconciliation in church and society. 
o 
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IF YE KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS, YE SHALL ABIDE IN MY LOVE. JeSUS. 
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SPRINGS OP COMFORT. 
If other hearts can be made glad,' 
And other lives become less sad, 
By words which I have spoken, 
Much comfort it may bring to me, 
And in some measure I shall see 
Why my own heart was broken. 
If other hearts shall beat more true 
And other lives be filled anew 
With strength to bear their burden, 
Because my life reveals the trace 
Of trials borne with patient grace, 
I'll ask no fairer guerdon. 
If through my sorrow I shall learn 
The way to comfort those that yearn 
For pity; true and tender; 
Though helpless on a couch of pain, 
Though naught bat broken plans remain, 
Sweet service I may render. 
If God's great name be glorified 
Through lives which have been purified 
By fires of deep affliction, 
What seems but loss may be rich gain, 
And disappointment, grief, and pain 
Shall prove a benediction. 
Then, unto me, O Lord, I pray, 
Give strength and patience day by day, 
To bear without repining, 
The chastisement which must be right, 
Because my soul, in thy pure sight, 
Like silver, needs refining. 
—Christian Herald. 
^f.—- -^fr- T ^ " 
For the EVANGELIOAL VISITOB. 
PAUL'S PRAYERS. 
Saul of Tarsus, as a Jew, was 
taught to pray from his childhood. 
Being brought up at the feet of 
Gamaliel and "taught according to 
the perfect manner of the law of the 
fathers;" "served God from his fore-
fathers with pure conscience;" was a 
"Hebrew of the Hebrews, touching 
the law a Pharisee."' 
He certainly lived a life of prayer, 
or at least said his prayers as the 
law demanded. Of his utterances 
as a Jew we have no record. The 
first prayer, on record that Saul ut-
tered, he prayed near Damascus, as 
he journeyed from Jerusalem to the 
above place, with authority from the 
chief priest to persecute the Chris-
tians of Damascus, when he was ap-
prehended of the Lord. After in-
quiring who it was that spoke, he 
prays, "Lord what wilt thou have 
me to do?" What an honest prayer! 
Have we prayed it with a view of 
complying with the request that 
might follow? Saul thought that 
he was doing God's will. He is now 
surprised with the knowledge that 
what he had been doing and what 
he was about t o ' do were not only 
wrong but highly sinful, namely, 
persecuting the Son of God. He is 
convinced of the error of his ways 
and "he does not confer with flesh 
and blood;" he does not ask, what 
will my friends say? what will the 
chief priest say and do? what will 
the Sanhedrim think? what will Ga-
maliel say? what effect will this 
change have on my personal safety 
and upofl my future career in the 
world? He saw that he was wrong. 
He now prays for light. He wants 
to do the will of the Lord whatever 
that may involve. He is now led 
into the city that was the object of 
his journey. There he sheds the 
penitential tear and prays the peni-
tent's prayer, while visions of per-
secuted christians rise before him. 
The blood of sincere and defenceless 
men and women cries against him. 
These sins hover over him like a 
dark and threatening cloud. "Be-
hold he prayeth" is the announce-
ment. In this ordeal Saul not only 
learned to pray but the value of 
prayer. From this epoch in his life 
he not only led a life of. formal 
prayer, but a life of devotion in 
which everything was carried to the 
Lord in prayer. 
I. He prays with the Spirit and 
with the understanding also. 1 Cor. 
14: 15. His prayers are spiritual 
and he does not pray in an unknown 
tongue that nobody understands. If 
he prays in the proper tongue he 
does not pray in a tone of voice so 
low or so loud, that nobody knows 
what he says and nobody can re-
spond with an amen. 
II. He came boldly to a throne 
of grace. Heb. 4: 16. Not arro-
gantly but confidently, in faith and 
humbleness of mind. . This gives 
holy boldness. 
III. He gives specific directions 
for public prayer as an initial step 
to public worship. 1 Tim. 2: 1,2, 8. 
I t would be well for all religious as-
semblies to bear in mind Paul's in-
structions. Long harangues and 
readings, according to this rule, are 
out of place before prayer. The 
same objections do not hold good 
against singing as it is linked with 
prayer and a form of it generally. 
Paul carries on his heart "the 
care of all the churches." How 
earnestly*he prays for them. 
Paul prays for the. Roman church, 
and that he might have a prosperous 
journey to them. He longed to see 
them that he might impart unto 
them some spiritual gift to the end 
that they might be established. Rom. 
1: 9-11. He asks his Roman breth-
ren to strive with him in prayer to 
God that he might be delivered from 
them that do not believe in Judea 
and that his service that he had for 
Jerusalem might be accepted of the 
saints; Rom. 15: 30, 3 1 . 
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Paul prays that the Corinthians 
should do no evil, but do that which 
• is honest. 1 Cor. 13: 7. What a 
model church the answer to such 
prayers would make. 
He ceased not to give thanks to 
God for the Ephesians and made 
mention of them in his prayers. He 
was especially stimulated to this by 
hearing of their faith in the Lord 
Jesus- and their love to all the saiifts, 
Eph. 1: 15, 16. He further asks 
their earnest and continued prayers 
for themselves, for all the saints and 
for himself that utterance may be 
given, boldly to proclaim .the mys-
tery of the Gospel. Eph. 0: 18, 19. 
The Philippians are remembered, 
that their love may abound, etc, 
Phil. 1: 9-11. 
He prays for the Colossians that 
they might be filled with a knowledge 
of the will of God, in wisdom and 
spiritual understanding. Col. 1:3,9. 
The Thessalonians were presented 
to a throne of grace without ceasing. 
Thess. 1: 2, 3. He prays for them 
night and day that he might see 
them and perfect that which was 
lacking in their faith. 1 Thess. 5: 
23. He prays for special blessings 
upon them. 2 Thess. 1: 11, 12. He 
calls upon them to pray for himself, 
Sylvanus, and Timotheus, that the 
word of the Lord may have free 
course and they may be delivered 
from unreasonable and wicked men. 
They no doubt had a hard experi-
ence with this class. The unreason-
able man is troublesome •enough if 
he is a saint, if he is wicked he be-
comes a terror. Prayer is the only 
defence. 
Paul bore the Jews, "his kinsmen 
according to flesh," close to his 
heart (Rom. 9-: 1-3) and prayed 
earnestly for them. Pom. 10: 1. 
_ He remembered Timothy in his 
prayers night and day. 2 Tim. 1: 3. 
This shows how anxious he was for 
Timothy's success. He well knew 
his trials and temptations. 
Paul addresses Philemon as a 
dearly beloved fellow laborer, and 
always makes mention of him in his 
prayers. 
Paid prays in Jerusalem and falls 
into a trance and receives revelations, 
not to be uttered, from the upper 
world and instructions for his im-
mediate course here. He had "set 
his affections on things above;" his 
"life was hid with Christ in God." 
Hence he had many revelations and 
much communion with heaven. At 
midnight Paul and Silas prayed and 
sang praises unto God in the Philip-
pian jail, and in answer there was a 
demonstration of great power and 
the result the conversion of the 
jailer and his household. 
At Miletum he sent to Ephesus 
for the elders of the church and 
after exhortation they kneeled down 
and he prayed with them. 
At Tyre Paul and his company 
united the disciples there, and when 
they left they all with wives and 
children accompanied them out of 
the city, and on the shore of the 
Mediteranean sea they all kneeled 
down and prayed. Paul and the 
early disciples knew nothing about 
the modern stylo of sitting in prayer. 
But they lived so long ago, they did 
not know anything about an easy 
going religion. 
During a shipwreck Paul and his 
company were landed on an island 
called Melita. The father of Pub-
lius, the chief man of the island lay 
sick of a fever. "Paul entered in 
and prayed, and laid his hands on 
him, and healed him." Acts 28: 8. 
Paul fasted and prayed after or-
daining elders in every church, com-
mending them to the Lord. 
Paul was not only a man of prayer 
but of thanksgiving and benediction, 
as his epistles show. What a life of 
prayer and communion with God 
this man led! This life of devotion 
accounts for his great success as a 
preacher and wise master builder. 
What an example for all followers of 
Christ! Oh, that we might live more 
in a heavenly atmosphere, that the 
closet and "the congregation" were 
not neglected, but well attended. My 
beloved brethren and sisters, let us 
profit by Paul's instructions and ex-
amples. W. o. BAKER. 
Louisville, Ohio. 
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOB. 
' SALVATJON; IS IT FEEE? 
The oft repeated chorus says it is 
free, and it is generally admitted to 
be true. 
At a revival meeting in this town, 
after the close of one of his sermons, 
the preacher in charge called for a 
collection, and urged liberality, say-
ing, "I t is true, salvation is free, but 
it takes something to keep it run-
ning." By this he meant that it 
costs something to continue preach-
ing the word, as also for light and 
fuel. 
At a camp-meeting less than • one 
hundred miles from Polo, the grounds 
were fenced and ten cents admission 
charged. From some cause, the 
fence at one point gave way, and the 
boys outside rushed for the gap, ex-
claiming, uNoiv salvation is free." 
These boys evidently thought it was 
not quite free as long as it cost ten 
cents to hear it preached. 
But let us come squarely to the 
question. Do the scriptures war-
rant the assertion that salvation is 
free ? Meaning, salvation from sin, 
salvation from the wrath of God, and 
from eternal death? 
The word salvation occurs one 
hundred and sixty times in the Bible, 
but not in a single instance is it con-
nected with the word/ree. 
I n Isaiah 55: 1 we have this: "Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and - he that hath no 
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk, without 
money, and without price." 
This is truly encouraging. If 
wine and milk, in this passage, rep-
< 0\\u\ KiarirTini 
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resent salvation, it is so free that the 
very poorest of the poor can have it; 
but we must not lose sight of the 
word "buy" that is here used. Com-
monly when men go to get a thing 
free, they do not propose to buy it. 
Take another passage, Rev. 22: 17, 
"And the Srjirit and the bride say, 
Come. And let him that heareth 
say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst, come; and whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely." 
If, in this passage, the "water of 
life" means salvation, as it evidently 
does, then we have at least one text 
that declares salvation free. 
Well, then, if it is so free, is it not 
surprisingly strange that the great 
majority of men, though threatened 
by the thunderings of the great Je -
hovah, still refuse to accept it'? There 
must be a cause for this unreason-
able refusal. Let us see if we can 
find this cause. 
We have seen that salvation is 
free, but by carefully comparing the 
texts bearing on this point, we find 
abundant proof that, though salva-
tion is free, it is free only condition-
ally—not absolutely free. To ex-
plain this in a way to be easily un-
derstood, the following illustration 
is submitted: 
Suppose some rich man having 
lands and fruits in abundance, keeps 
one orchard of choice fruits well 
fenced. He publishes it abroad that 
the fruit of that orchard is for his 
neighbors, free to all alike. "Come, 
and help yourselves, whoever will." 
There is but one gate to the orchard, 
and it is a narrow one. All that 
fcwant fruit must enter by the gate, 
and he keeps it well guarded, that 
no one entering may carry any tool 
or implement with which the trees 
might be damaged, or his neighbor 
injured. He absolutely forbids, un-
der severe penalty, for any one to 
enter except by the gate. 
Here then we see that the fruit is 
free, but only on the conditions 
named. Let it be particularly ob-
served that he does not propose to 
gather the fruit himself and carry it 
to the people and lay it in their laps. 
Neither does he tell them to come 
and get it by opening the fence at 
their most convenient point, and 
then cutting down the trees. If he 
would do these things—especially 
delivering the fruit in their laps— 
then we might call it absolutely free. 
So it is with salvation; it is fi'ee, 
but only on conditions. And the 
conditions are, Repent and forsake 
your sins; come to Christ, take up 
the cross and follow him. Now we 
may soon find the cause by reason of 
which free salvation is rejected by 
so vast a number of people, who in 
other matters conduct themselves 
like sensible men and women. The 
great objection to it is by reason of 
the conditions. Many repent and 
come to Christ, but when he tells 
them to forsake their sins, and take 
up the cross, they shrink back in 
dismay. 
This matter of taking up the cross 
means much; it includes more than 
the limits of this article will allow 
to be specified, even if the writer 
had the ability to enumerate all. 
But, briefly, let it be stated, it in-
cludes baptism and a membership in 
the church. I t includes a restitution 
of ill-gotten gains, and a confession 
to the ones we have in any way 
wronged. I t includes a prayerful 
life, and a separation from the world 
and its follies. In short, it includes 
a life consecrated to God's holy 
cause. -
Now, my dear considerate reader, 
you who have not yet accepted sal-
vation, Do you look at it as a free 
gift? Do you think it is an easy 
matter to forsake all • your heart's 
fondest treasures, and yield yourself, 
spirit, soul and body to Christ, now 
and forever? Now, whether you do 
or do not, be assured that you can 
have it on no other conditions,. 
The Savior tloes not set salvation 
before the people as absolutely free. 
Read his illustration in Luke 14: 2 8 -
30, about the man intending to build 
a tower. He wants us to understand 
there is some cost connected with it ; 
and every wise man that undertakes 
to do some great thing first makes a 
careful estimate of the cost. Salva-
tion is not only an all important, but 
very necessary undertaking, and, 
though nominally free, it costs some-
thing to obtain and to hold it; but, 
whatever it may cost, its value above 
its cost, cannot be expressed by hu-
man computation. I t far exceeds all 
our imagination. c. STONEK. 
Polo, ill. 
PATIENT CONTINUANCE IN WELL-
DOING. 
Impatience is a common fault. We 
would like to attain the goal we hope 
to reach at once. Undoubtedly we 
might possess a nobler Christian life 
than we have, if we were willing to 
use the means we possess more dili-
gently. But all great and solid work 
is slowly accomplished. God does 
nothing in nature by sudden action. 
A life which has the heritage of great-
ness requires length of time to ad-
vance to maturity. Trees of -great 
value are slow in growth. The wil-
low has no such worth as the locust. 
The former soon grows up, but the 
latter requires many 'more years to 
attain its body. So the religious life 
which has stability and beauty is 
gradual in its formation and develop-
ment. But if it is real life, it will be 
constantly and surely growing. Let 
it never be forgotten that while there 
may be analogy with nature as to the 
things we have named, man has a 
volition concerning growth. He can 
form habits and place himself under 
the influences which will forward and 
strengthen spiritual life. "Patient 
continuance in well-doing" is indis-
pensable on our part to the attain-
ment of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.—Christian Intelligencer* 
t._**•** ^».tV 
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FAITH AND WOBXS. 
Beloved brother Allison:— 
I am glad for yours of 13th hist. 
You need not be timid in writing to 
me. I will gladly serve you to the 
extent of my ability. I am as ready 
to aid a fisherman as a scribe or a 
rabbi. Caste counts nothing in the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. God is 
no respecter of persons. Character 
is everything with Him. He will 
not accept His own symbols in lieu 
of what they represent. The ordi-
nances are not obedience in the large 
sense of the word; but object lessons 
of what acceptable obedience must 
be. We may be literally baptized, 
and wash feet, and be dripping with 
moral filth. I t is not only your 
privilege but your duty to preach 
good works the same as under the 
law; but not for the same end. Christ 
did not come to destroy but to fulfill 
the law. The Decalogue is not ab-
rogated, nor ever will be. I t is still 
the standard of moral obligation, but 
not the direct ground of our hope. 
A Mediator has come in between us 
and the Supreme Authority, who 
claims the righteousness of the law 
as His own by actual obedience. He 
came for the very purpose of taking 
on Him our liabilities, and offering 
the result thus acquired to our faith 
unto salvation. Salvation by works 
was never possible, although the 
law always demanded it. Now there 
is no longer any necessity to make 
the attempt. "CHRIST is the end of 
the laiv for RIGHTEOUSNESS to every 
one that believeth." Horn. 10: 4. 
The same Jesus that offers us the 
righteousness of the law by faith, 
also offers us the law of righteous-
ness as the rule of life. The right-
eousness of God by faith is our life; 
the righteousness thus appropriated, 
is also expressed by faith. This is 
our obedience. But to make our 
obedience the source of life and the 
basis of salvation, is to turn every 
thing hind end foremost, and rule 
Jesus Christ out of His own King-
dom. There is then no longer an 
economy of Grace, and the Divine 
Incarnation is only a magnified Abra-
ham or Moses. If Jesus has not 
procured eternal life for us as a 
Gift, His mission is a failure. But 
if salvation is "by faith that it might 
be by Grace," we can never be saved 
by baptism except as this ordinance 
stands for the great fact already ac-
complished. Compare Bom. 6: 23, 
and 4: 16. 1 Pet. 3: 21. Mark 10: 
10, and especially the principle of 
Bom. 2: 28, 29. That which gives 
ordinances any value to us is the 
imputed righteousness of Christ in 
which we observe them. If our sal-
vation was pivoted on any work we 
were to do, we would be necessarily 
and eternally lost. Our part must 
be rectified, before our person or our 
work can be accepted. Bom. 3 : 24, 
25, 20. After this crisis, life means 
work, WORK, WORK, with all the 
earnestness and liberty and con-
stancy which faith in Christ can in-
spire. The best believers are the 
best workers. 
This is the Gospel, God's Glad 
Tidings to sinful man. Nothing can 
be Gospel that does not wipe out 
every iota of infringement of the 
Divine Law, in deed, word, thought, 
Nothing can make a sinner glad but 
this assurance. And this can no 
more be done by works under the 
Gospel, than under the Law. See 
what the Law could not do. Bom. 
8: 3. See what the Gospel can do. 
Bom. 5: 1. Eph. 2: 8, 9. A curse 
rests on any man or angel who 
preaches another gospel. Gal. 1: 
6-9. The Gospel of Christ is the 
best God can give us, and that is 
salvation by grace. Justification is 
primarily a righted judicial relation 
with God. I t carries with it neces-
sarily the very Life of the Godman 
which made our justification possible. 
This works a slow personal salvation 
by bringing our whole being into 
subjection to the indwelling Christ, 
Tins includes all the works which 
God has appointed for the expres-
sion and development of our renew-
ed life. Faith does not mil 1 ify works; 
it calls for them, both to symbolize 
and retain salvation. CHIUST is 
our Life, from Alpha to Omega. 
C. H. BALSBAUGH. 
Union Deposit, Fa. 
^ — ^ 
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOE. 
WARNING, 
In this day and age of the world 
much writing and preaching is done, 
but seemingly without the desired 
effect. There are undoubtedly rea-
sons for .this, one of which is a wrong 
motive. Sometimes we write for 
the purpose of displaying our skill; 
in this the motive is wrong and sin-
ful, and not pleasing in the sight of 
God, therefore has no power con-
nected with it for good. And again 
there is a desire for popularity with 
some which is also exceedingly sin-
ful in the sight of God. When we 
write or speak or whatsoever we do 
we should do all to the honor and 
glory of God. We should have a 
deep sense of love to do some one 
good by our writing and speaking, 
to tell of the love of Jesus and to 
warn the people to flee from the 
wrath to come. 
Sometimes our fear of some one 
keeps us from declaring the truth, 
which shows a lack of spiritual 
strength on the part of the one writ-
ing or speaking. When we are en-
gaged in the work of the Lord, we 
should remember that we are watch-
men. In Ezekial 3 : 17, we read as 
follows: "Son of man, I have made 
thee a watchman unto the house of 
Israel; therefore hear the word at 
my mouth and give them warning 
from me." We should never be 
afraid to attack sin when it appears 
to us. 
The desire which I have to see 
sinners brought to Christ, and the 
purity of the church maintained 
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compels me to speak of one sin in 
"particular, that of secrecy. Much 
has been said in regard to this fast 
growing evil, but yet I feel that 
much more might be said tiiat has 
not been mentioned. Now while we 
read these lines let us bring our 
thinking powers into action, let us 
meditate upon the subject and con-
sult 'God's word in regard to it. 
In the very first step taken in se-
crecy one is compelled to disobey 
God's word. Matt. 5: 34; And I 
want to say right here, any one who 
reads this article well and gives it 
thought and then goes and connects 
himself with any secret order of any 
prominence will remember distinctly 
that he was warned of what he will 
then see. I t has been said, and is 
still held up to-day, that there are 
no oaths in secret orders. But those 
who enter, believing this to be true, 
will find they are mistaken when 
they stand before that awful sight 
that will meet their eyes, and then 
bind themselves to an organization 
of men which works no good. I t is 
called charity, but let us stop and 
think for a moment. If it is charity 
then why keep it secret. I t is noth-
ing but that which robs God of the 
honor which alone is His, 
When the first step is taken, and 
before they can proceed with the 
next, they are compelled to yield to 
another binding obligation, and so 
on until they have taken all the de-
grees, then they are 'permitted to re-
main in the lodge room and listen 
to the prayers of the chaplain (so-
called) who oft times is more un-
worthy to approach God than the 
greatest infidel that ever lived. 
A secret organization is nothing 
more than a worldly organization. 
Therefore we see the utter impossi-
bility of a child of God connecting 
himself with sueh. Let lis again 
consult God's word, i John 2: 15. 
Secrecy has a tendency to bring the 
nl>vn*ol> a»/l i;hfi W0?M est n, cnmm'OlT-' 
level with each other, which is also 
contrary to God's word. 2 Cor. 6: 
14:. I have heard it said .that to bo 
a member of a secret order and live 
up to the requirements one will have 
to be a Christian. Perharis I made 
the same remark while a member of 
the lodge. But all will have to ad-
mit that they are not serving the 
Lord, without which no one can be 
a true child of God. In this re.-
spect secrecy is a mockery. 
Brethren let us raise a warning 
voice against it and not be afraid of 
this giant evil, but take the sword of 
the spirit and go to war with the 
enemy, and remember the wonder-
ful responsibility our elders have to 
carry and what an awful account 
they will have to give before the 
Judge at that last great day, when 
knowingly they allow this evil to ex-
ist in the church. Oh, may we, as 
Peter, pray the Lord to give us bold-
ness in declaring the truth, and in 
tearing down the strongholds of 
satau. Let us remember that won-
derful admonition of the apostle 
Paul in exhorting us to abstain from 
all appearance of evil, 1 Thess. o: 
22, so that when the Lord shall call 
us home, we can say as Paul, "I 
have fought a good fight, I have fin-
ished my course, I have kept the 
faith; henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge 
shall give me at that day; and not 
to me only, but to all them also that 
love his appearing." This will bo 
the joy of those who do the will of 
our Father which is in heaven. May 
God add His blessing. 
DAVID G. STUTSMAN. 
Dayton, Ohio. 
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOK. 
THE GUIDING HAND, 
There are a great many people 
who do not recognize the guiding 
hand of. Providence in many of the 
happenings of life. Sometimes they 
rrrtset Vfitll flfrstr^RB o>- r.ftlrtjmty b u t 
ascribe it to chance, or accept it 
from God as just punishment for 
some wrong doing. We admit that 
such is sometimes the case, yet we 
find there are some exceptions. 
At one time a man was brought to 
Christ who was born blind, and the 
question was asked, "Who has sinned, 
this man or his parents?" Christ 
answered, "Neither has this man 
sinned, nor' his parents, but that God 
may be glorified." Just so we be-
lieve to-day. Much of the distress 
among Christians is permitted that 
God may be glorified. 
The Christian is expected to be 
brave and courageous in tribulation 
or distress, and happy the one who 
can ascribe it all to the guiding 
hand of Providence, and can feel as-
sured it is all intended for good. 
The day of calamity is sure to come 
to almost, if not every one at some-
time or other, but by being sincere 
we always find that God will pre-
pare us with the necessary weapons. 
If we arm ourselves with courage 
and faith, and have learned to trust 
in Him who is the refuge of the ' 
troubled, then the storm may rage 
around us, but it cannot overwhelm 
us, for we can stand secure on that 
solid Bock. Oh! for less murmur-
ing, and more cheerful submission 
to God's guidance, among the so-
called christians. 
Dear readers of the VISITOR, may 
we all strive to live such lives that 
may be worthy of Divine guidance, 
and ever welcome the Spirit that will 
guide us into all truth. My heart's 
desire is expressed in the lines of 
the poet: 
"While life's dark maze I tread. 
And griefs around mo spread; 
Be Thov my Guide" 
ANNIE M. EEECHBILL; 
Detroit, Kans. 
One of the most important rules 
of the science of manners is an abso-
lute silence in regard to yourself.—'• 
Primr? H; Aiif/hei/. 
- : . 
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EBENEZEE. 
"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." 1 Sam. 
7: 12. 
"The Lord is not slack concerning 
his promise, as some men count slack-
ness ; but is longsuffering to usward." 
He is, nevertheless, also strict to re-
ward as His justice demands. "For 
I the Lord thy God' am a jealous 
God,' visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me; and showing mercy 
unto thousands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments." 
We have the above abundantly 
verified in many instances in the 
Holy Bible, that the Lord doth 
deal with His people accordingly as 
they deal with Him. 1 Sam. 2: 30. 
But the Lord does not afflict His 
people, or visit them with His right-
eous retribution, without first giving 
them due warning, and time and op-
portunity to mend their ways and re-
turn unto Him, and observe His 
law. 1 Sain. 2: 27-36. 
Eli, who held the important and 
responsible office of High Priest and 
Judge over the Lord's heritage, ap-
pears to have been a man of gentle 
and pious disposition, and to have 
honorably discharged the duties of 
his office; but the Lord had a charge 
against him nevertheless. "He lion-' 
ored his sons more than the Lord." 
1 Sam. 2: 29. That is, he did not 
act with sharpness, or decision, in 
correcting his sons for the dishonor 
which they reflected upon the sacred 
institution and service of the house 
of God. "His sons made themselves 
vile and he restrained them not." 
He did not use the power which he 
could have exercised to prevent them 
from doing their evil deeds, but gave 
them only a mild reproof. For this 
the Lord rebuked him, first, by a 
man of God, who told him what 
would befall him and his house. 
Then again, the Lord gave a second 
warning by the youthful prophet 
Samuel, then only twelve years old, 
in which the Lord substantially re-
affirmed what He had spoken to Eli 
by the man of God, to which Eli 
meekly replied: "I t is the Lord; let 
Him do what seemeth Him good." 
About ten years later the word of 
the Lord was fulfilled to the house 
of Eli. Israel, without consulting 
the Lord, as they should have done, 
engaged in a war with the Philis-
tines, in the first engagement of 
which they were defeated with the 
loss of about four thousand men. 
Being dismayed on account of their 
defeat they said, "Wherefore hath 
the Lord smitten us to-day before 
the Philistines? L E L US fetch the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord, that 
when IT cometh among us, IT MAY 
SAVE US out of the hand of our ene-
mies." So the ark of the covenant 
was brought, and the two sons of 
Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were with 
.the ark. Israel was greatly en-
couraged by the presence of the ark, 
and "shouted with a great shout." 
But the LORD was not in that shout. 
They were engaged in a work purely 
their own. They had not enquired 
of the Lord whether they should go 
out against the Philistines, neither 
had they asked Him for His divine 
aid. They said, " L E T US FETCH THE 
ARK," instead of, Lord shall ice bring 
forth the ark, wilt thou protect and 
keep it under thy powerful hand? 
The Philistines were afraid when 
they heard that the ark of God was 
in the camp of Israel. But when 
they engaged in battle, "Israel was 
smitten and they fled every man into 
his tent; and there was a very great 
slaughter, for there fell of Israel 
thirty thousand footmen and the ark 
of God was taken; and the two sons 
of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were 
slain." Eli 's heart trembled for the 
ark of God, and when the message 
came to him that ' 'Israel is fled be-
fore the Philistines, and thy two 
sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are 
dead, and the ark of God is taken, 
he fell from off the seat (or throne) 
upon which he sat backward by the 
side of the gate, and his neck brake 
and he died." Thus the prophecy 
against the house of Eli was fulfilled. 
"When I begin I will also make an 
end." 
The Philistines, no doubt, greatly 
rejoiced in having possession of the 
ark of God, and tried to do just what 
many are trying to do in this en-
lightened age, to form a union be-
tween the ark of God and Dagon 
(the church and the world, if you 
please). But Dagon could not stand 
in the presence of the ark; he fell 
down before it and was broken in 
pieces. So the Philistines removed 
it to Gath, and from Gath unto Eck-
ron. At each place the Lord visited 
them with a grievous disease and 
drouth, so that after seven months 
of plague, they returned the ark of 
God to Israel of their own free will, 
and also sent a trespass offering that 
they might be healed and "give glory 
to the God of Israel." 
After a lapse of twenty years of 
bondage and servitude and worship-
ing of strange gods, Israel began to 
lament after the Lord. "And Sam-
uel spake unto all the house of I s -
rael, saying, If ye do return unto 
the Lord with all your hearts, then 
put away the strange gods, and 
Ashteroth, from among you, a d pre-
pare your hearts UNTO THE LOBD, 
AND SERVE HIM ONLY: an [ he 
will deliver you." Upon I as-
surance from Samuel, whoi they 
now recognized as their adviser and 
Judge, they came forth andaei 
lodged, "We have sinned against 
the Lord." Samuel offered sacrifice 
and prayer unto the Lord, i I as 
they were in the act of i orship, 
which, according to Josep was 
continued a whole day in fasting 
and prayer, unprotected and unarm-
ed before the Lord at il izpeh. the 
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Philistines took advantage of their 
defenseless condition and came out 
against them in great numbers, sup-
posing they would gain an easy vic-
tory. But the Lord had heard the 
prayers of Israel and of Samuel and 
by a mighty earthquake and a se-
vere thunder and lightning put their 
enemies to flight, and delivered Is-
rael out of the hands of the Philis-
tines. "Then Samuel took a stone 
(of remembrance) and called the 
name of it E B E N E Z E B . " 
From the above we may learn that 
God's people are liable to oppression, 
and that they have a continual con-
flict in and with the world, and are 
in danger of being overcome with 
its fascinating evils. There are so 
many inducements and attractions 
presented to the unwary and especi-
ally to the young people, to draw 
them away from the right and true 
principles of the Gospel of Christ 
and. even to disrespect those who 
WALK so as ye have us for an ex-
ample." Phil. 3: 17. Many of such 
may be found even among those who 
name the name of Christ. How sad 
to relate. Yet it is in accordance 
with Bible truth, that men shall 
arise, yea, and women too, "speaking 
perverse things, to draw away dis-
ciples after them," in the mean-
time trying to flatter themselves that 
they are doing a christian duty. But 
in the sight of God, and in the light 
of the Gospel, they are met by the 
apostle's reproof, 2 Cor. 11: 13-15. 
I t is our privilege always to look 
unto the Lord for His divine guid-
ance, and mark them which WALK SO. 
Bight here is the place where self-
denial comes in. Paul said, "Be ye 
followers of me, even as I also am 
of Christ," This will bring the 
human mind subject to the divine 
mind and will. To "put away the 
strange gods from among you." 
Such as, the wisdom of this world, 
1 Cor. It): 24, do as I please, it 
make no difference, the world is get-
ting better, don't condemn pride and 
fashion, politics, money-greed, and 
whatever the world enjoys or de-
lights itself in. "If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him." Jno. 2: 15. The Lord 
will not forsake those who put thei 
trust in Him. He has promised to 
be their helper in every time of need, 
that is, if they use the means at 
hand for their deliverance. The 
Lord will not pull us out of the fire, 
or water, or any other danger, if we 
will not take hold of the means of 
deliverance. Neither will He keep 
us away from the world's fair, or the 
horse races, or the theatre, or any 
other institution of sin and wicked-
ness, but He will give us the power 
to resist the tempter and get a vic-
tory over him, if we will use that 
power, though it may sometimes be 
coupled with fasting and prayer. 
Matt, 17: 17-21. 
We should always in some special 
and public manner acknowledge the 
Lord's help in obtaining the victory 
over sin and Satan. "An open con-
fession is good for the soul." In 
battling with the enemy of our soul, 
we must take advantage of and use 
every means that the Lord has plac-
ed within our reach, if we would hold 
our own. The conflict between the 
flesh and the Spirit is keen, and the 
enemy has many devices, to us un-
seen, so that we must watch and be 
sober, and contest every inch of 
ground that we pass over, which he 
has strewn with nets and pitfalls for 
our unwary feet. Then how neces-
sary that we expose the enemy on 
every occasion that we can, and show 
him up in-his true Colors, that others 
passing this way and coming into 
the same straits, may take knowledge 
of his devices, and see how and 
where he is lying in wait to deceive 
and oppress wayfaring pilgrims. Mark 
the place where every battle is fought 
and every victory has been won, with 
some unmistakle sign, so that in time 
of sore temptation and trial, we can 
look back to the place of contest and 
say with Samuel of old, "HITHEBTO 
HATH THE LOKD HELrBD US." A l s o 
with David, 1 Sam. 17: 34-36. 
"Looking unto Jesus," Heb. 12: 4, 
who fought the enemy and CAME OUT 
VICTOKIOUS. Heb. 4: 14-16. 1 
Cor. 10: 13: "To him that over-
cometh will I grant to sit with me 
in my throne," &c. Bev. 3: 21. 
D. HEISE. 
Clarence Centre, N. Y. 
GOOD ADVICE. 
The Central Christian Advocate 
gives it: "We overheard a conductor 
on a train the other day counseling 
a casual acquaintance, a young girl, 
after the following fashion, avowing 
at the same time that he was not re-
ligious, but only 'a decent sort of a 
railroad man:' 'Never go to a dance 
—there is always harm in it, I t has 
proved many a time the first step 
toward ruin for both men and wo-
men. Not while I live would I al-
low a daughter of mine to go. I 
know too much about the harm that 
there is in it to allow a daughter of 
mine to dance.' Not long before 
that we heard a man who for year's 
has been a consistent Christian, but 
who had been before conversion very 
dissipated, say in prayer-meeting: 
'I wish I could make others see as 
plainly as I do the evil of card play-
ing. I have tested it—it led me 
down almost to hell. I t brought me 
into bad company, it started me to 
gambling, it threw a strange fascina-
tion over vice, it almost ruined my 
life forever. I hate cards now, and 
I wish I could make others hate 
them! ' " 
A perfect faith would lift us abso-
lutely above fear. I t is in the 
cracks, crannies and gulfy faults of 
our belief, the gaps that are not faith, 
that the snow of apprehension set-
tles and the ice of unkindness forms. 
-—Cf, Macdonahl. 
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Sister H. Prances Davidson has 
returned to MePherson to resume 
her duties as teacher, where she has 
been teaching for several years at 
the German Baptist college. The 
fall term commenced August 31. 
- -•-. — 
Sister Anna Rhodes, daughter of 
Elder Peter Rhodes, of Clarence 
Centre, N. Y., who has been living 
for several years at Passadena, Cali-
fornia, is on her way home, and has 
been visiting among friends and the 
church in south Dickinson county, 
Kans. She started for Clarence Cen-
tre, on the U. P., at noon, Aug. 23. 
GOSPEL TEAT. 
From the 10th inst., which was 
the date of our last report, up to the 
close, our meetings at Junction City 
continued with good interest and 
attendance. "We spent a very pleas-
ant time in the city, notwithstand-
ing we knew but few of the people 
previous to pitching the tabernacle 
there. We made many warm friends 
and found some very earnest and 
Christ-loving people, who love the 
Lord and His word enough to step 
out on Bible plainness. May. the 
Lord sustain them in the way of 
self-denial, and may they be led out 
to walk the narrow way which leads 
frcm earth to glory more perfectly. 
While the results of our labors 
there were not as apparent as we 
might have desired, yet we have 
good reasons for knowing that the 
seed did not all fall by the wayside. 
Many expressed themselves as hav-
ing^ been much benefitted by the 
meetings. On Sunday, the 13th, we 
held five services. The first was at 
9 a. m. for the benefit of the prison-
ers who are paying the penalty of a 
violated law by being incarcerated in 
the city jail. • We spoke to them 
from Isa. 61 : 1-3. This was our 
first work of this kind and we were 
blessed. Then we had preaching in 
the tabernacle at 10:30 a. m. and 3 
p. m.; a street service at 7:30 and 
preaching in the tabernacle at 8 p. m. 
The latter was the largest gathering 
we had while in the city. The tab-
ernacle was crowded and it is sup-
posed that there were nearly enough 
outside to fill it again. 
Our services closed on the night 
of the loth. We had hoped to have 
a large attendance at the closing ser-
vice, but it seems that Providence 
had otherwise decreed,, for just, be-
fore the time for the people to gather 
it began to rain and we gave up all 
hopes of having any congregation at 
all, but after all about forty came to 
the meeting and the rain kept falL-
ing in torrents until after 10 o'clock. 
So we still had an enjoyable time. 
Thus closed our labors at Junction 
City, and now we commit all tô  the 
Lord. May that Eye which never 
sleeps watch over the precious seed 
that was sown there, that at least a 
portion of it may produce fruit unto 
eternal life; and may, at the dawn of 
the great and notable day of the 
Lord, both he that sows and he that 
reaps rejoice together, and may His 
name have all the honor and the 
glcry, both now and to all eternity. 
Amen. 
Bro. J. H. Eshelman was with us 
during the last week of our stay at 
Junction City and helped us in 
wielding the sword of the Spirit. We 
appreciated his labors very much. 
May the Lord richly bless his soul 
for his labor of love. 
We are now located at Hope, Kans., 
and have a real nice location so far 
as the ground is concerned. We set 
up the tabernacle on Tuesday, the 
22nd, and held our first service in 
the evening, which was well attend-
ed for an opening service. Last 
night quite a number were in at-
tendance, but about the middle of 
our discourse the congregation was 
abruptly broken up by a rain storm. 
We find the brethren and friends 
of the cause of the Lord, generally, 
to be glad that the tabernacle has 
been pitched here, and many express 
a willingness to join us in the work 
of the Lord. We hope and pray 
that our sojourn may be profitable to 
us and all that may come to the 
meetings. We think of remaining 
here two weeks or as much longer as 
the Lord may direct. Our next 
place of labor has not been definite-
ly fixed, but. will probably be Marion 
Centre or Peabody. 
May the Lord help us all as co-
workers with Him that we may for-
get all names and all sectariaa feel-
ings and work for one common end: 
the salvation of souls and the glory 
of God. Pray for us. Tours for 
the kingdom. XOAH ZOOK. 
Hope, Kans., Aug. 21. 
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HAPPY NANCY. 
There once lived in an old brown 
cottage a solitary woman. She was 
about thirty years of age, and tended 
her little garden and knit and spun 
for a living. She was known every 
where from village to village as 
"Happy Nancy." She had no fam-
ily, no money, no relatives, and was 
half blind, quite lame and very 
crooked. There was no comeliness 
in her, and yet there in that homely 
deformed body the great God, who 
loves to bring strength out of weak-
ness, had set his royal seal. 
"Well, Nancy, singing again?" 
would the friendly visitor say, as he 
stopped at her door. 
"Oh, yes; I am forever at it." . 
" I wish you would tell me your 
secret, Nancy. You are all alone, 
you work hard, you have nothing 
very pleasant surrounding you— 
what is the reason you are so happy?" 
"Perhaps it is because I haven't 
got anybody but God," replied the 
good creature, looking at us. i "You 
see rich folks like you depend upon 
their families and their ' houses. 
They've got to be thinking of their 
business, of their wives and children, 
and then they're always afraid of 
trouble ahead. I ain't got anything 
to trouble myself about, you see, 
'cause I leave it all to the Lord, I 
think. Well if He can keep this 
great world in such order, the sun 
rolling day after day, arid the stars 
shining night after night, if He can 
make my garden things come up the 
same, season after season, he can 
certainly take care of such a poor 
simple thing as I am; and so, you 
see, I leave it all to the Lord, and 
the Lord takes care of me.'" 
"Well, Nancy, suppose that a frost 
should come after your fruit trees 
• are all in blossom and your little 
plants out? Suppose—" 
"But I don't suppose, I don't want 
to suppose, expect that the Lord will 
do everything right. That's what 
makes those people unhappy who are 
all the time supposing. Now, wdiy 
can't you wait until the suppose 
come, and then make the best of i t?" 
"Ah, Nancy, it is pretty certain 
you'll get to heaven, while many of 
us, with all our worldly wisdom will 
have to stay out?" 
"There you are again," said Nancy, 
shaking her head; "always looking 
for some black cloud. Why, I want 
the enemy kept at arm's length, in-
stead of taking him closer to my 
heart. He'll do you a desperate 
sight of mischief." 
She was right. AVe do take the 
demon of care, of distrust, of mel-
ancholy, of foreboding, of ingrati-
tude, close to our hearts. We can-
ker every pleasure with the gloomy 
fear of coming ill. AVe seldom trust 
that blessings will en^er, or hail 
them when they come. Instead of 
that, we smother them under the 
blanket of apprehension and choke 
them with our mistrust. I t would 
be well for us if we were more like 
"Happy Nancy" and "never sup-
pose." If you see a cloud don't 
suppose a scolding will follow. Do 
whatever your hands find to do, and 
leave the result with God.—Gospel 
Magazine. 
EEVIVALS OP EELICIION. 
But amid all the mysteries that 
are connected with the special out-
pourings of God's Spirit, there are 
some things which are tolerably cer-
tain. One is that a church may 
keep in such a state of warm, healthy, 
normal activity that it shall not need 
any awakening. 
I t is neither a healthy nor a cred-
itable condition of things in which 
churches are expected to pass through 
alternations of slumber and wakeful-
ness, freezing up and thawing out, 
barrenness one year and fruitfulness 
the next. No healthy Christian 
lives in that intermittent fashion; 
why should five hundred Ohristtaus 
attempt to do so as a church. 
Another fact is, that while the 
Divine Spirit may be continually 
present in a healthy, vigorous church, 
yet the manifestations of the Spirit's 
power may vary. There may be 
many more conversions at one sea-
son than another. Counting con-
verts is not the only true tide-mark 
of a church's growth. Activity in 
benevolent work, growth in house-
hold piety, increase of godly living, 
are equally clear evidences that the 
Divine life is flowing there in 
strong, warm currents. Training 
people for Christ after they get into 
the fold is about as important as get-
ting them in there. A great deal of 
the "harvest" in many a revival is 
allowed to spoil for want of what 
the farmers call being well-cured. I 
know of certain ministers who are 
so busy trying to drive the sheep in 
at one door, that they do not observe 
how fast they are slipping out at the 
other door. Conversions to Christ 
are not ends; they are only begin-
nings. 
If a Church is in a cold, declin-
ing state, there is no salvation for it 
but by a true revival. I t must have 
a fresh influx of the divinely im-
parted life, or else pull its feet up 
into the bed and die. To secure 
a revival the Scriptural methods 
must be employed, and not mere po-
tent human machinery. AVheu a 
certain church had abandoned its 
first love and grown cold, the Di-
vine command was "to remember 
whence thou art fallen and repent 
and do the first works," That coun-
sel is as applicable in America as in 
Ephesus. The pastor of a certain 
frigid church called his elders night 
after night into his study; they con-
fessed their sins together, warmed 
their own souls up by fervent prayer, 
and then the flame kindled through 
the whole church. They did not 
run after a man; they went straight 
to God. He is always ready to meet 
His returning people more than half-
way. Go to God, if you want a re-
vival.—The Rev. T. L. Cui/ler, in 
ihor 2*ew Yovk Evungeli$iJ 
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"I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD." 
. "In this world ye shall have tribulation, 
but be of good cheer: I have overcome the 
world.'' John 1(>: 38. 
Christ, when upon earth, taught 
his disciples many precious lessons, 
preparing them to meet all the diifi-
culties of this world, to make them 
meet to inherit that blissful state 
where sin and sorrow shall never en-
ter. Corresponding with the teach-
ing of Christ is the energy and la-
bor of the apostles, which was mani-
fested not only in the preaching of 
the Gospel among the nations, but 
in the diligent exhorting of those 
who had already accepted their mes-
sage of salvation, and in faithfully 
reminding them "to continue in the 
faith, and that we must through 
much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God." Acts 14: 22. 
Evidently tribulation is unavoid-
able, while we are in the flesh; but 
it is made beneficial and profitable, 
when viewed in the true light, as 
that which was overcome by Him in 
whom we are complete. He over-
came the world and "abolished death, 
and has brought life and immortality 
to light through the Gospel." In 
Christ we should always rejoice, for 
"He is our life." Undoubtedly 
tribulation is made subservient to 
man, specially to the Christian; as it 
is written, "tribulation worketh pa-
tience, and patience experience, and 
experience hope," &c. I will here 
give as an illustration a bit of his-
tory of an aged couple, known for 
their contentment, affection, and 
happy Christian lives. They were 
asked, as they spoke of many joys 
that had been their portion, "Have 
you, then, had no clouds in your 
sky ?" And the wife replied: "Clouds! 
why yes; where else could all the 
blessed showers come from?" Here 
is where the wisdom of heaven works 
for our good, in guiding and direct-
ing even tribulation to be subservi-
ent to us, who are the sons and 
daughters of God, so that we can in 
unison with the admonition of Paul 
to the Philippians, "rejoice in the 
Lord alway." I know that it is hard 
for us, at times, to rejoice in the 
Lord, especially when under the 
cloud, when our sky is darkened; but 
when in this state of weakness let us 
remember that it is written, "by faith 
ye stand," and also, that "the just 
shall live by faith," not by sight nor 
by feeling. When I say, "by feel-
ing" I do by no means think to frus-
trate feeling, for feeling has its 
proper place in man, as an effect of 
cause, which is produced by some-
thing appearing—whether real or 
imaginary—to us, precious or other-
wise, wherein we are much concern-
ed; if precious, the emotion of our 
mind is sweet and soothing; but if 
grievous, our emotions, or feelings, 
will be depressive. Hence feeling 
is a thing that we should watch 
against, whether pleasant or unpleas-
ant, for fear it might lead us to ex-
tremes ; we should not, by any means, 
let our feelings be our guide. 
Tribulation is profitable, and as 
the apostle said, "We glory in trib-
ulation." Let us take as an example 
the ancient saint who trusted in 
God, who said, "Before I was af-
flicted I went astray," and, " I t is 
good for me that I have been afflict-
ed, that I might learn thy statutes." 
Dear christian brother and sister, 
let us sincerely commit all our case 
unto Him who will rule and work all 
things together for our good, what-
ever it may be, whether tribulation 
or distress. Let nothing shake our 
confidence in Him who is able to 
save to the uttermost all that come 
unto Him through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who hath an unchangeable 
priesthood. Yes, "all that will live 
godly shall suffer" in various ways. 
"We must through much tribulation 
enter into the-kingdom of Gocl." 
'Christ leads us through no darker rooms 
Than He went through before; 
They that into God's kingdom come 
Must enter by this door." 
A. B. 
Stayner, Ont. 
•»— i . » 
EXPERIENCE. 
I have for some time felt that I 
should write and article for the V I S -
ITOR. Praying that God may di-
rect my pen, I will take for my sub-
ject "Experience," because I do love 
to read the experiences of my dear 
brethren and sisters. I would like 
to see more of them in the VISITOR, 
which is indeed a welcome visitor at 
our house. 
This is the first time I ever tried 
to write my experience, but to begin 
with, God called me when very 
young. Indeed, when but a child, 
I would have to weep when in prayer 
or testimony meeting, especially 
when I would hear my mother 
(who has gone to glory) give in her 
testimony. I hardly knew, at the 
time, why this was. At that time 
we were living where there were but 
a few brethren and probably I did 
not have the proper encouragement. 
Eight here is where I feel that I 
often neglect my duty; I might 
speak a kind word here and there 
that might possibly do some good. 
Well, as time rolled on, and I be-
gan to go out in the world, it then 
pleased the Lord to call away a dear 
sister of mine. I then thought I 
would now do better and I put some 
of my pride away. I was then about 
twelve years old. I was living with 
an older sister in Cumberland coun-
ty, Pa., and did not get to the breth-
ren's meeting very much, and I 
again passed the opportunity by. 
I t then so happened that we 
moved to Kansas, and I will never 
forget the first love-feast I attended 
here. Oh, how wonderfully im-
pressed I was, and how much I felt 
the need of my Savior. My sins 
were such a heavy load, but there 
were my young companions, I could 
not, or thought I could not, leave 
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them, but I went home from that 
place with a heavy heart. So I went 
on in sin, but the Holy Spirit was 
striving with me all the time. I 
have frequently remarked, I was al-
ways under conviction; and I am so 
thankful to-day that the Lord gave 
me no rest. So finally a schoolmate 
was called away. Oh, I thought if 
it were me, I knew very well I was 
not prepared. The brethren then 
had protracted meeting and, praise 
the Lord, I gave up at that meeting. 
I was about nineteen years old. And 
from that time on I never had any 
desire to go back into the world. I 
know I have made many mistakes 
since that time, but his grace is suf-
ficient. 
I can say that I have enjoyed 
precious seasons since serving the 
Lord. My desire is to serve him 
better day by day as he gives me 
grace, but I feel there are yet things 
to overcome. I see and feel there is 
more to follow, there is a more per-
fect way than I am living. I t seems 
to me, when I look at others, that 
they are so much farther on the 
way, but the Lord is near by my 
side. Oh, he has blessed us in so 
many ways. ' I cannot he thankful 
enough for his love toward us. 
Matt, 5: G, is very sweet to me. 
"Blessed are they which do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, for 
they shall be filled." I want more 
of it. I praise God this morning 
for what I can feel in my soul, and 
I am glad to say that my desires are 
to do the will of my heavenly Mas-
ter. Oh I have such a desire to see 
souls coming to Christ, but brethren 
and sisters are we doing our part. I 
often feel that I lack in this point, 
but by His grace I will try and do 
what I can. I have now written 
part of my experience, and fearing 
my letter might be too lenghty, I 
will close by wishing all the read-
ers of the VlSlTOit the grace of God 
and his Holy Spirit. 
Your sister in the faith. 
AMANDA MUSSEK. 
Abilene, Kans. 
SAVED BY GKAOE. 
I have felt it my duty to write for 
the columns of the VISITOE, and I 
want to obey the Spirit. I have 
realized God's goodness toward me. 
I of tened wondered why He was so 
mindful of such a worthless creature 
as I was. I t is grace that has brought 
me safe thus far, and grace can lead 
me home. I have experienced God's 
power to afflict and to heal, and I 
know that it is for my good. For 
"whom the Lord loveth He chasten-
eth, and scourgeth every son whom 
He receiveth." Heb. 12: 6. If any 
person sees any error in me, I am 
willing to make it right, for I de-
sire to be perfect in the sight of my 
Redeemer. I believe we all need 
the Holy Ghost, to understand the 
hidden evils of our hearts. May 
God be with all His children. Prom 
a weak brother. DAVID HILTS. 
Stayner, Ont. 
• • — » • • 
OB TAKING,PLUID WITH MEALS. 
A great deal of misapprehension 
is often found to exist in the popular 
mind in regard to matters of eating 
and drinking; the cause of this, to 
some extent, is to be traced to old-
time sayings which have come down 
to us in the form of a concentrated 
infusion of somebody's opinion upon 
a subject of which he or she was 
woefully ignorant. One of these 
misapprehensions to which we may 
refer is as to the injuriousness of 
taking fluid with meals. One fre-
quently hears it laid down as a 
maxim that "it is bad to drink with 
your meals, it dilutes the gastric 
juice." By way of explanation, we 
may remark that it implies that the 
fluid taken is harmful. Whence this 
sagacious assumption originally came 
we cannot tell; it has quite the ring 
about it of an inconsequent deduc-
tion formed by a person whose pre-
sumption of knowledge was only ex-
ceeded by a lamentable ignorance of 
the subject. Medical men often find 
much difficulty in dealing with these 
museum specimens of antiquated 
science, for even educated persons 
are disposed to cling to the absurdi-
ties of their youth. Upon this mat-
ter Mr. Hutchinson remarks in the 
last number of his Archives: 
"I observe with pleasure that the 
verdict of general experience and 
common sense has been ' confirmed 
by scientific experiment in the mat-
ter of taking fluid with meals. Dr. 
Tev. O. Stratievsky, of St. Peters-
burg, after elaborate trials, has found 
that fluids materially assist the, as-
similation of proteids, and an-
nounces the following conclusion, 
which is to be hoped no future ex-
periments will controvert. On the 
whole, the widely-spread custom of 
taking fluids during or just before 
one's meals proves to be rational and 
fully justified on strict scientific 
grounds. To take fluids with the 
meals is almost as important art ad-
junct to digestion as is the mastica-
tion of solid food preparatory to 
swallowing it." 
I t is obvious, however, that there 
is a limit to the amount of fluid one 
can swallow with impunity-—not. to 
speak of comfort—just as much with 
meals as at other times. I t would 
be dangerous to create a general im-
pression that fluid is good with food 
irrespective of quantity. I t is, 
moreover, a well-ascertained, clini-
cal fact, that an excess of fluid at 
the table does retard digestion in 
certain people, and gives rise to dis-
comfort in most. A little attention 
to one's sensations in such matters 
will far better fix the desirable limit 
than all the "data" in the world.— 
Medical Press. 
There is only one greater folly 
than that of the fool who says in his 
heart there is no God; and that is 
the folly of those who say with the 
head that they do not know whether 
there is a God or not.—Bismark. 
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For the EVANGELICAL VIKITOB. 
CONVERSION. 
By God's help, I will try and tell 
of my experience in conversion. 
When I was quite young father 
would often tell us children of the 
punishment sin would bring and this 
would so trouble me that I often 
spent sleepless nights. But I thought 
I was too young to become a Chris-
tian, and thus put off my return to 
God until a later period in life. But 
when I came to maturer years, it did 
not suit me, and I tried to make my-
self believe i t was only for old peo-
ple, and so I put it off again, although 
I was often warned by my parents 
and others. I slighted many prec-
ious opportunities. 
After some time, I went to live at 
a place where they had no family 
altar, and I began to think how nice 
it was without it. When I went 
home again, I told my mother they 
wasted so much time in the morning 
by singing and prayer and reading 
the Scriptures. She told me I would 
be sorry for talking in that way. 
Then I went to live with one of our 
brethren, and as they always had 
reading and prayer, I became con-
victed of the sin I had committed, 
and oh! how sorry I was; I grieved 
over it, thinking every time I went 
home I would ask forgiveness; but 
when there I had not the courage. 
Then it went until just before com-
ing to Kansas, when I broke down 
and asked their forgiveness. And 
how glad they were to forgive me, 
and said they would pray . God to 
forgive me. I felt greatly relieved 
after this confession, but still put off 
my salvation. The good Spirit still 
followed me and I was often made 
to feel that I ought to give my heart 
to God, but now the evil one told me 
my husband would not like it, and I 
felt as though I could not tell him 
about it. 
. I received a very loud call from 
^locl i n ilvt» df.atl-v of t h « thi-vrl of ivav 
children, a little girl, in whom I had 
taken great pride. But even to this 
I did not heed, but thought I would 
wait for-a revival. Then God kindly 
afflicted me, and I felt that this was 
my last call. My husband also told 
me to prepare for death. I still had 
no feeling to pray as I thought I 
ought to have, but I did pray the 
Lord to give me to feel my condi-
tion, if it was not too late, and a sor-
row for sin; and He answered my 
prayer and gave me to see my lost 
condition, and, though my parents 
had forgiven me, now I had to an-
swer to God. Oh! I thought I could 
feel His anger resting on me, and I 
felt I was one of the greatest of sin-
ners. I could scarcely eat or sleep 
for two months. I often fell upon 
my knees and asked God to not cast 
me off. I was in great agony of soul. 
I felt God would have been just if 
even He had cut me off in my sins. 
When I was humbled I felt that if 
Jesus was in the world I would free-
ly go to the end of it to ask His for-
giveness. Then it was that one Sun-
day afternoon I was reading a little 
tract, thinking I might find some 
encouragement in it. I read these 
words: "Unbelief is a heinous sin in 
God's sight." And a voice seemed 
to say to me that I had done all God 
required but did not believe He had 
saved me. And oh! such a joy and 
peace and iove then filled my soul I 
thought I could tell every person 
what the Lord had done for me, and 
every time I told it I was blessed. 
I now wished to honor God in all' 
that I did. I had duties to take up, 
and the first was to ask a blessing 
at the table. I felt that I would 
rather not eat than not thank the 
Lord first. I longed for a family 
altar in our own home, and felt the 
necessity of setting a good example 
before our children. As my com-
panion is now on the way, we can 
have a family altar, and though he 
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still praying that ere long he will 
make the full surrender, that we may 
walk together in the way the Lord 
has shown in His -word, for it is 
meat and drink to me to do the will 
of the Lord. Though I feel it is so 
little that I can do, yet I have a de-
sire to work on in this good way, 
trusting in God to direct me to His 
praise. Pray for me. Your un-
worthy sister in Christ. 
MAMA B. AUSHERMAN. 
Eamoaa, Kans. 
SINS PAEDOEED. 
I have been a reader of the V I S I -
TOR ever since it is published, and I 
have received spiritual benefit by 
reading the experiences of others. 
How God deals with humanity in 
order to bring our stubborn wills 
under subjection to His will! When 
I think back over my condition be-
fore I received pardon of my sins, 
although I did not commit such 
great sins as some do, yet I felt my-
self the chief of sinners. But I can 
say that God for Christ's sake has 
pardoned my sins, and I can sing: 
"Oh happy day, that iixed my choice 
On Thee, my Savior and my God." 
I feel to press forward in the line 
of duty. I feel the importance of 
living a true, devoted Christian life, 
but oft come short of doing my duty 
that I owe to God. The adversary 
of souls goeth about as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour, 
therefore I need God's assisting 
grace every hour so that I may be 
fully equipped for the warfare. 
There are battles to fight and vic-
tories to win, and if we fight man-
fully God will bring us out victori-
ous. I have been on the way now 
for some years, and while I had my 
trials and difficulties to contend with, 
I also had many happy seasons. Oh, 
could sinners but see and realize the 
joy and peace there is in serving 
God they would not delay, but would 
come fiocking home. I will close by 
asking an interest in the prayers of 
God's people. JOHN O. TOBPSB. 
. ,„ - -
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ZIGZAGGEKY. 
There is no word in the English 
language that so well represents the 
experience, testimony, and course of 
life of many who profess religion as 
the word Zigzacjyery. The general 
run of the testimony of those who fill 
our churches is as follows: " I am 
trying to serve God in my weak 
way." "Ihave many nps and downs, 
I make many crooked paths, but I 
hope to land my soul at last upon 
the fair banks of deliverance." "I 
know that I do many things that I 
ought not to do, and I leave many 
things undone that I ought to do, 
but pray for me that I may hold 
out faithful." " I sin every day, 
but still I feel I am the Lord's, and 
I would not give up my hope fore 
for all the world." " I feel that 
Jesus sweetly saves me, but yet I am 
not satisfied, for I know I am not 
where I ought to be, and where it 
is my privilege to be, but I am still 
holding on; pray for me when it is 
well with you," etc. 
Now, all such zigzag testimonies 
fully agree with the inward condition 
and outward life of those testifying. 
"Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh." But to sup-
pose that any such experience or 
testimony, accords with the Word 
and with a genuine Christian char-
acter, is a serious mistake, fraught 
with the most fearful and damning 
consequences. 
The way to heaven is a straight 
way of holiness, righteousness, peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost, and a 
conscious evidence within the heart 
of God's approval. 
The way of zigzaggery is not the 
way to heaven. "Strait is the gate 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find 
it." Matt, 7:14. 
Those that are living in sin, con-
sciously neglecting known duties, 
loving the world, indulging in anger, 
pride, ill feelings toward others, 
evil-speaking, defrauding others in 
their dealings, giving way to the 
lusts of the flesh in the use of to-
bacco, intoxicating beverages, opium, 
e tc ; dressing like the world, yoking 
themselves together with unbelievers 
in secret societies, or in the marriage 
relation, or in partnership with un-
godly men for wordly gain; yielding 
to a compromising spirit, because of 
opposition from friends; avoiding 
the cross of Christ by so trimming 
between duty and the world as to 
evade reproach; in short, living con-
trary to the teachings of the Bible 
and the light and convictions they 
had in the past—whether they feel 
condemned or not, such are making 
"crooked paths," and they are in the 
"broad way that leadeth to destruc-
tion." 
A zigzag life is one of sin and 
condemnation. Header, is this your 
condition? Your standing in the 
church, your high profession of re-
ligion or of holiness, does not shield 
you from the curse of God, for he 
that "offendeth in one point is guilty 
of all." "Whosoever transgresseth, 
and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God." But there 
is mercy for you. Give up your old 
worthless hope and your zigzag ex-
perience and come to Jesus in re-
pentance and faith, and you shall 
find the way of life. 
"They have made them crooked 
paths; whosoever goeth therein shall 
not know peace." Isa. 59: 8. "As 
for such as turn aside unto their 
crooked ways, the Lord shall lead 
them forth with the workers of in-
iquity: but peace shall be upon Is-
rael." Ps. 125: 5.—J. E. Bristol, in 
Gospel Truth. 
"Keppler, on discovering the three 
laws of planetary motion, exclaimed, 
'O God, I am thinking thy thoughts 
after thee.' Happy is the man who 
can honestly exclaim, ' 0 Christ, I 
am living thy life after thee.' " 
Why are there not more conver-
sions in early life? Not long since 
a father reaching home met his wife 
at the door with tears in her ej-es. 
She said, " I wish you would go and 
see the little boy! I am afraid he 
is dying. If he is tell him so." "The 
father approached the bed and saw 
that his worst fears would soon be 
realized, and he said, "My son, do 
you know that you are dying?" and 
the little fellow said, "Father, will I 
die to-day?" "Yes, you cannot live 
until night," The little fellow 
smiled and said, " I will be with Je-
sus to-night." The father turned to 
hide his tears, and the little fellow 
said, "Don't weep for me, father. 
When I go to Heaven I will go right 
straight to Jesus and tell Him that 
ever since I could remember you 
tried to lead me to Him." How 
many of our children and Sunday-
school scholars know certainly that 
we are .trying to lead them to Christ? 
How many of them have been made 
to feel down deep in their souls that 
we are putting forth an honest, ear-
nest effort to save them ? How many 
of our children know without a doubt 
that we have ever thought of their 
becoming Christians? How many of 
our children if they were asked, 
"Does your father expect you to be-
come a Christian now?" would be 
compelled to reply, " I don't know?" 
I fear that too many of us are teach-
ing our children to be good, forget-
ting that there is no moral goodness 
without regeneration; that "without 
faith it is impossible to please God." 
Why are there not more conversions 
in early life? I once heard a mother 
whose son was past eleven years of 
age sajr, " I feel as though my boy 
must not reach twelve years of age 
without giving his heart to Christ 
and taking a public stand for Him." 
That boy was converted before he was 
twelve years old.—P. W. llurlbert. 
Beware equally of a sudden friend 
and a slow enemy.—Home. 
agtes^atassafiBsssi MaMM^MQ 
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TIMELY ADMONITIONS, 
A pious tradesman, conversing 
with a minister on family worship, 
related the following highly instruc-
tive circumstance respecting him-
self:— 
''When I began business for my-
self, I was determined, through grace, 
to be particularly conscientious with 
respect to family prayer. Accord-
ingly I persevered for many years 
in the delightful practice of domes-
tic worship. Morning and evening 
everj' individual of my family was 
ordered to be present; nor would I 
allow my apprentices to be absent 
on any account. In a few years the 
advantages of these arrangements ap-
peared manifestly conspicuous; the 
blessings of the upper and the nether 
springs followed me; health and 
happiness attended my family, and 
prosperity my business. At length, 
such was my rapid increase in trade, 
and the necessity of devoting every 
possible moment to my customers, 
that I began to think whether fam-
ily prayer did not occupy too much 
of our time in the morning. Pious 
scruples arose respecting my inten-
tions of relinguishing this part of 
my duty; but at length worldly in-
terests prevailed so far as to induce 
me to excuse the attendance of my 
apprentices; and not long after it 
was deemed advisable, for the more 
eager prosecution of our business, to 
make the prayer with my Avife, when 
we arose in the morning, suffice for 
the clay. Notwithstanding the re-
peated checks of conscience that fol-
lowed this base omission, the calls of 
a flourishing concern, and the pros-
pect of an increasing family, appear-
ed so imperious and commanding, 
that I found an easy excuse for the 
fatal evil, especially as I did not 
omit prayer altogether. My con-
science was almost seared with a hot 
iron, when it pleased the Lord to 
awaken me by a singular providence. 
"One day I received a letter from 
a young man who had formerly been 
my apprentice, previous to my omit-
ting family prayer. Not doubting 
but I continued domestic worship, 
his letter was chiefly on this subject; 
it was couched in the most affection-
ate and respectful terms. But judge 
of my surprise and confusion when 
I read these words:—'O, my dear 
master, never, never shall I be able 
sufficiently to thank you for the 
precious privilege with which you 
indulged me in your family devo-
tions. O, sir, eternity will be too 
short to praise my God for what T 
learned there. I t was there that I 
first beheld my lost and wretched 
state as a sinner; it was there that I 
first knew the way to salvation; and 
there that I first experienced the 
preciousness of "Christ in me, the 
hope of glory." O, sir, permit me 
to say, Never, never neglect those 
precious engagements. You have 
yet a family, and more apprentices: 
may your house be the birth place of 
their souls.' I could read no fur-
ther; every line flashed condemna-
tion in my face. I trembled, I shud-
dered; I was alarmed at the blood of 
my children and my apprentices, that 
T apprehended was soon to be de 
manded at my foul, murdering 
hands. 
"Filled with confusion, and bathed 
in tears, I fled for refuge in secret, 
I spread the letter before God, I 
agonized; and—but you can better 
conceive than I can describe my 
feelings; suffice it to say, that light 
broke in upon my disconsolate soul 
—a sense of blood bought pardon 
was obtained. I immediately flew 
to my family—presented them be-
fore the Lord; and, from that day to 
the present, I have been, and am 
determined, through grace, that 
whenever business becomes too large 
to permit family prayer, I will give 
up the superfluous part of my busi-
ness, and retain my devotions. Better 
to lose a few shillings than become 
the deliberate murderer of my fam-
ily, and the instrument of ruin to 
my own soul."—Selected by A. M. 
Newcomer. 
PULPIT FIDELITY. 
There is a temptation which be-
sets pulpit, pen and tongue to 
"prophesy smooth things" and shirk 
unpopular truths. Paul did not 
make himself popular on that corn-
ship by predicting a storm and op-
posing a venture before a treacher-
ous south wind. Yet before the gale 
was over he was the most trusted 
and respected man on board. There 
is a theology of south wind smooth 
sea that is becoming very current, 
and it "takes" prodigiously in these 
days. I t suits human nature ex-
ceedingly. I t sets a low estimate 
on the exceeding sinfulness of sin 
and its desert of retribution. I t 
treats very gingerly the primitive 
justice of God. I t hoists no storm-
signals in the direction whither so 
many souls are heading; it practi-
cally ignores hell! Even if the voy-
age here be with some "loss of lad-
ing," it holds out the hope of a pos-
sible second probation in the un-
seen world. 
However seductive or popular this 
uu-Panline theology may be I do 
not discover it on God's charts, or in 
His weather-tables. If I deceive a 
soul with any such delusions, may 
not God hold me to a fearful ac-
count ? Love demands fidelity. How-
ever smooth the sea, and however 
fair the wind before any and every 
soul yet out of Christ, let such soul 
be lovingly warned that the voyage 
will be with terrible loss, both to 
lading and to life! In the penitent 
acceptance of Jesus Christ is the 
only absolute, complete, perfect and 
everlasting salvation. Bun no risks 
when your soul is at stake. —iV. Y. 
Independent. 
• » . » • « -
"Don't hunt happiness—do honest 
work, and happiness will hunt you." 
Mtfai - - ••••••.• ••, lif. •--•- - iiri-,- _̂ 
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OUR YOUNG POLKS. 
THE INFANT'S DEE AM. 
Oh, cradle me on thy knee, mamma, 
And sing me that holy strain 
That soothed me last as you fondly pressed 
My glowing cheek to your loving breast; 
For I saw a scene when I slumbered last 
That I fain would see again. 
I dreamed a heavenly dream, mamma, 
While slumbering on your knee; 
I lived in a land where forms divine 
In the kingdom of glory eternally shine; 
And the world I'd give, if the world were mine, 
Again that land to see. 
I fancied I roamed in a wood, mamma, 
And rested me under a bough; 
Then near mo a butterfly flaunted in pride, 
A u d i chased it away through the forest so wide, 
Till the night came on and I lost my guide, 
And I knew not what to do. 
My heart grew sick with fear, manyna, 
And loudly I called for thee, 
When awhite-robed maiden appeared in the air, 
And she flung back the curls of her golden hair, 
And she kissed me so sweetly ere I was aware, 
Saying, ''Come, pretty babe, with me." 
My tears and fears she soothed, mamma, 
And she led me far away, 
'Till we entered the door of a dark, dark tomb, 
Then we passed through a long, long vault of 
gloom, 
And I opened my eyes in a land of bloom, 
And a sky of cloudless day. 
Then came a shining throng, mamma, 
Of white-robed babes to me; 
Their eyes looked love, and their sweet lips 
smiled; 
Theymarveledto meetwith an earth-born child, 
And rejoiced that I from earth was exiled, 
Saying, "Thrice over-blessed shalt thou be." 
Do you mind when Sister Jane, mamma, 
Lay dead not long ago, 
How you gazed on the sad and lonely wreck, 
With a full flood of woe that you could not 
check, 
And your heart was so sore that you wished 
it would break; 
But it lived, and you still sobbed on? 
I mixed with the heavenly throng, mamma, 
With cherubim, seraphim fair, 
And I saw, as I roamed through the regions 
of bliss, 
The spirits that came from a world such as this, 
And there was the joy no tongue can express, 
And sweet sister Jane was there. 
Do you mind that poor old man, mamma, 
That came so late to our door ? 
The night was dark and the storm was loud, 
His heart was weak, and his form was bowed, 
His ragged old mantle served him for a 
shroud 
Ere the midnight watch was o'er. 
And, oh! what a weight of woe, mamma, 
Made heavy each long-drawn sigh, 
As the good man sat in papa's old chair, 
While the raindrops fell from his thin gray 
hair, 
And the swollen tear of speechless care 
Ran down from his aged eye. 
My heart was full of grief, mamma, 
And my eyes were full of tears, 
As he told how he went to the baron's strong-
hold, 
Saying, "Oh, let me in; for the night is so cold;" 
But the rich man said, "Go sleep in the fold; 
For we shield no beggars here." 
Well, he was.in glory, too, mamma, 
As safe as the blessed could be; 
He needed no alms in that land of delight; 
For he walked with the patriarchs clothed in 
white, 
And no seraph there had a crown more bright, 
Or a costlier robe than he. 
Now sing; for I fain would sleep, mamma, 
And dream as I dreamed before; 
For sound was my slumber, and sweet was 
my rest, 
When my soul in the mansions of light was 
aghast, 
And the world I would give, if the world I 
possessed, 
Again that land to view. 
—Anon. 
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A SERMON FOR THE LITTLE FOLKS. 
"If ye know these tilings, happy are ye if 
ye do them." John 13: 17. 
I. "These things;" that is, your 
duties, wherever you are: 
1. At home, obedience and respect 
to parents, and kindness to brothers, 
sisters, and servants. 
2. At school, respect to teachers, 
and faithfulness in study, and fair-
ness in play. 
3. At church, be quiet, listen, wor-
ship, and give your heart to the 
Savior. 
4. On the street, good manners, 
kindness, minding your own business. 
I I . How should you do your duty ? 
1. Not for pay. That is a low 
motive. Some always ask: "What 
will you give me?" 
2. But for love. So the Savior 
did when a boy at Nazareth. So the 
angel's do God's will (which is only 
another name for duty). This will 
make you do it cheerfully. 
3. Better every day. By trying 
to do your duties you will become 
more skillful. So you improve in 
reading, writing, and music. Peter 
says: "Grow in grace." 
I I I . Doing duty makes you happy. 
Sin cannot make you happy. Sin 
did not make Eve happy, nor Cain, 
nor Judas. Disobedience at home 
does not make you happy; idleness, 
unkindness, bad manners, no kind of 
sin can make you happy. 
But happiness comes from doing 
yonr duty. That is God's reward. 
That is the promise in the text. 
Think of this every day for just one 
week, arid see how true it is. 
Try, then, to know your duty. Be. 
faithful in doing it for love to God 
and man. Then you will be happy 
every day on earth and forever happy 
in heaven.—Kind Words. 
WHEN TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN. 
"Mother," a little child once said, 
"how old must I be before I can be 
a Christian?" 
And the wise mother answered, 
"How old will you have to be, dar-
ling, before you love me?" 
"Why, mother, I always loved you. 
I do now, and I always shall," and 
she kissed her mother; "but you 
have not told me yet how old I shall 
have to be." 
The mother made answer with 
another question, "How old must 
you be before you can trust yourself 
wholly to me and my care?" 
" I always did," she answered, and 
kissed her mother again; "but tell 
me what I want to know." 
And she climbed into her mother's 
lap, and put her arms about her neck. 
The mother asked again, "How 
old will you have to be before you 
can do what I want you to do?" 
Then the child whispered, half-
guessing what her mother meant, " I 
can now,- without growing any older." 
Then her mother said, "You can 
be a Christian now, my darling, 
without waiting to be older. All 
you have to do is to love and trust, 
and try to please the One who says, 
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'Let the little ones come unto Me.' 
Don't you want to begin now?" 
The child whispered, "Yes." 
" Then they both knelt down, and 
the mother prayed, and in prayer 
she gave to Christ her little one, 
who wanted to be His. 
"NO TERMS WITH GOD." 
William Burns, says the Watch-
man, was preaching one evening in 
the open air to a vast multitude. He 
had just finished, when a man came 
timidly up to him and said: 
"O, sir! will you come and see my 
dying wife?" 
Burns consented, but the man im-
mediately said, 
"O! I am afraid when you know 
where she is you won't come." 
" I will go wherever she is," he re-
plied. 
The man then tremblingly told 
him that he was the keeper of the 
lowest public house in one of the 
most wretched districts. 
"I t does not matter," said the 
missionary, "come away." 
As they went, the man, looking up 
in the face of God's servant, said 
earnestly, 
" 0 sir! I am going to give it up 
at the term." 
Burns replied, "There are no 
terms with God." However much 
the poor publican tried to get Burns 
to converse with him about the state 
of his soul, and the way of salvation, 
he was unable to draw another word 
than these, "There are no terms with 
God." 
The shop was at last reached. They 
passed through it in order to reach 
the chamber of death. After a little 
conversation with the dying woman, 
the servant of the Lord engaged in 
prayer, and while he was praying 
the publican left the room, and soon 
a loud noise was heard, something 
like a rapid succession of determined 
knocks with a great hammer. Was 
this not a most unseemly noise to 
make on such a solemn occasion as 
this? Is the man mad? No. 
When Burns reached the street, 
he beheld the wreck of the signboard 
strewn in splinters upon the pave-
ment. The business was given up 
for good and all. The man had in 
earnest turned his back on the low 
public house, and returned to the 
Lord, who had mercy upon him, and 
unto our God, who abundantly-par-
doned all his sins. Nothing tran-
spired in his after life to discredit 
the reality of his conversion. 
Religion is a personal matter, and 
the less time a man gives to philoso-
phizing and generalizing the sooner 
he will come to understand that he, 
as an individual soul, needs to have 
direct communication with God in 
order to get the most and the best 
out of this life, and to look forward 
with joyous anticipation to the life 
which is to come. Let men, sever-
ally, seek first the kingdom of God? 
personal faith secures comfort and 
contentment, while the fruit of phil-
osophic speculation is unrest.—In-
terior. 
"I have made one thousand dol-
lars in the last three months," said 
a prosperous liquor seller to a group 
of men standing near his saloon. 
"You have made more than that," 
quietly remarked a listener. "What 
is that?" was the quick response. 
"You have made my two sons drunk-
ards. You have made their mother 
a broken-hearted woman. Oh, you 
have made much more than I can 
reckon, but you'll get the full ac-
count some day!"—Selected. 
"All efforts to truly satisfy the soul 
with the riches, and pleasures, and 
honors of this life leave the soul, 
after all, like the hungry man who 
dreams that he is partaking of a rich 
feast, and awakens only to find him-
self more hungry than ever. Solo-
mon thoroughly tested the matter, 
and his final decision was, Al l is 
vanity and vexation of spirit.' " 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
JOINT COUNCIL. 
The annual Joint Council for Canada will 
be held in Markbtam, Thursday, September 
14. Brethren and sisters of the different dis-
tricts are invited to attend. H. K. HEISE. 
LOVE-FEASTS. 
Sept. 16 and 17, at Markham, York Co., Ont. 
Sept. 23 and 24, at the home of Bro. John 
Wildfong, one and one half miles from 
Hespeler, Waterloo, Ont. A cordial in-
vitation is extended to all. 
Sept 30 and Oct. 1, at Walpool, Haldimand 
county, Ont. 
Oct. 7 and 8, in Black Creek, Welland Co., 
« n t . 
Oct. 14 and 15, in Nottawa, Simcoe Co., Ont. 
OUE DEAD. 
AVENGER.- -Mary Jane, daughter of M. B. 
and Barbara AVenger, and grand-daughter of 
Bro. Benj. AVenger, of Jonestown, Pa., died, 
March 5, 189;!, aged 7 years, 5 mouths and 6 
days. Revs. Henry Giez and Chas. W. White 
officiated at the funeral. Interment was 
made in AA'enger's cemetery. The little girl 
was exceptionally bright, and liked by every-
body but above all was loved by our Savior. 
Parents deeply mourn their loss. 
GRANDFATHER. 
AVENGER.—Aaron E., son of Bro. Benj, 
VVenger, of Jonestown, Pa., died, June 17, 
1893, aged 31 years and 13 days. Services 
were held by Revs. Jacob K. Kreider and 
Chas. W. White, and the remains were buried 
in Wenger's cemetery. The funeral was very 
largely attended. A wife and four children 
survive to mourn their loss. He was a loved 
husband and father, as well as neighbor. The 
bereaved family has the sympathy of a large 
circle of friends. The deceased died sudden-
ly, although he had been complaining for 
some time. He did not show as much of the 
spiritual as was desired, though the best is 
hoped. God is a just God. FATHER. 
PALM.—Died, at her home in Abilene, 
Kans., August 19, 1893. Catharine, wife of 
Benjamin Palm, aged 78 years and 4months. 
Funeral services were held in the Baptist 
church in Abilene, August 21, and her re-
mains were interred in the cemetery north of 
the city. The occasion was improved by the 
brethren to a large and attentive congrega-
tion, from Rev. 14: 13. Sister. Palm was born 
in Lancaster county, Pa., and many years 
ago she emigrated with her husband to Stark 
county, Ohio, where they were both convert-
ed and united with the church. Some years 
later they moved to northern Illinois, and 
about fourteen years ago they came to Abi-
lene, Kans., where they have lived ever since. 
Although she was afflicted for nearly thirty 
years, yet it wTas only in the last five weeks 
that it was apparent that her end was near. 
She lived a consistent Christian life for more 
than thirty years, and to those who were ac-
quainted with her she impressed them with 
the fact that ''to live is Christ and to die is 
gain." She was the mother of seven children 
—two sons and five daughters—but all but 
two daughters preceded her to the grave. 
( The husband and two daughters mourn her 
death. 
